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Lost & Found Fungi project report, May 2015 

 

By Brian Douglas 

 

 Hi all, 

 

 May has been quite a busy month for the project, involving fieldwork and meeting up with fungus 

recording groups and individuals in Wales and South England. Here’s an update of what we’ve been doing; 

information and survey details people have been sending in; and new records and sites for LAFF target 

species. 

 

The South and West Wales Fungus Forum 

 

 A big event of May has been the South and West Wales Fungus Forum on May 16th at the National 

Botanic Garden of Wales, Carmarthen. This event featured the release of the Rust Fungus Red Data List 

and Census Catalogue for Wales, and presentations by representatives of South and West Wales fungus 

groups. It also provided us an opportunity to meet many of the fungus recording groups and individuals in 

Wales, and to give them a bit more of a background to the project. I think it was a very successful, 

informative, and enjoyable meeting to all concerned, and hopefully it will become a regular event. Many 

thanks to all involved in organising and hosting it! 

 

Searching for Helvella leucopus and Chrysomyxa pyrolata in South Wales 

 

 On the 13th May, we were joined in Merthyr Mawr NNR, Glamorganshire (VC:41), by Mark Steer and 

Mike Bright of the Glamorgan Fungus Group. Mark took us around the dunes and woodland in an effort to 

find Helvella leucopus (new datasheet here), which has been reported several times from Merthyr Mawr in 

association with Populus trees. 

 The trees at the location of Martyn Ainsworth’s 2006 collection appeared to have been cut down 

(causing us some concern!), but we found more Populus trees in a wetter, more wooded area in a different 

part of the reserve. Thanks to Penny David, we later found out that the other records at Methyr Mawr had 

originated from this second habitat, indicating at least two distinct fruiting sites, one of which may still be 

suitable for this species. There were no sign of Helvella fruitbodies on the day, or during several later 

revisits by the Glamorgan Fungus Group (who are now keeping a close eye on the Merthyr Mawr sites for 

us). 

 The next day in Pembrey, Carmarthenshire (VC:44) (14th May), we were joined by Philip Jones and 

Tony Ivens of the Carmarthenshire Fungus Group in a second search for Helvella leucopus, and to revisit 

the site of Philip’s 1985 record in Pembrey forest. Surprisingly, Philip’s record turned out to be right in the 

http://www.aber.ac.uk/waxcap/downloads/Woods15-RustFungusRedDataListWales.pdf
http://www.aber.ac.uk/waxcap/downloads/Woods15-RustFungusRedDataListWales.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GlamorganFungusGroup/
http://fungi.myspecies.info/sites/fungi.myspecies.info/files/Helvella%20leucopus.pdf
http://www.carmarthenshirefungi.co.uk/
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middle of a Corsican pine plantation without any sign of a Populus host, on sandy soil which was apparently 

disturbed at the time of the record. This species now seems to be a little less host-specific than we expected! 

 We also paid a visit to the dune systems near Pembrey forest, where we searched for Hohenbuehelia 

culmicola, a Pleurotus- (“oyster”-) like species growing at the base of Ammophila (Marram Grass), which 

Philip had previously recorded here. Although our search for this species was perhaps somewhat out of 

season, it was very useful to get a good idea of the locations of previous records, and the habitats in which 

they occurred, in anticipation of future surveying later on in the year. 

 The day after that (15th May), we were joined by Mark Steer and Emma Gilmartin for a targeted survey 

of the rust Chrysomyxa pyrolata (datasheet here) (occurring on the underside of Pyrola rotundifolia ssp. 

maritima leaves), on Whiteford Sands, Gower (VC:41). The host was extremely abundant in several dune 

slacks but with no sign of the rust, even after four hours of turning leaves over and checking for sori 

underneath. However, we did get a good idea of the current distribution of the Pyrola host, which will be 

useful for any future revisits for the site. 

 

Thyronectria roseovirens in the New Forest, England – a new site! 

 

 Sue Rogerson of the Hampshire Fungus 

Recording Group very kindly hosted our visit to the 

New Forest on the 21st May, and led us on a search 

(with Ginnie Copsey) for Thyronectria roseovirens 

(new datasheet here). 

 We surveyed several sites of burned gorse on 

the other side of the New Forest from Peartree 

Green, the site of the first UK record of this species 

in 2014. One of the five sites we surveyed was well-

colonised with this species, with the fungus present 

on many gorse bushes throughout the patch. 

 The colonised site appeared to be relatively 

recently burned, with enough time for the ground 

layer plants to recover, but without many other 

fungi developing from the dead burned gorse. Most of the other sites that we searched without success were 

either burned much longer ago (with burned gorse hosting a number of other species of fungi and lichen); 

or very recently burned, with the ground cover still charred. At the moment we’re not quite sure exactly 

when the colonised site was burned, but it may have been a year or so ago. 

 

A “successful find” victory-pose sabotaged by 

canine enthusiasm. Photo by Ginnie Copsey. 

http://fungi.myspecies.info/sites/fungi.myspecies.info/files/Chrysomyxa%20pyrolata.pdf
http://www.hampshirefungi.org.uk/
http://www.hampshirefungi.org.uk/
http://fungi.myspecies.info/sites/fungi.myspecies.info/files/Thyronectria%20roseovirens.pdf
http://www.hampshirefungi.org.uk/progm.php?id=HF1402&ph=567
http://www.hampshirefungi.org.uk/progm.php?id=HF1402&ph=567
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 The yellow coloration around the perithecia is quite 

visible to the naked eye (see photograph to the right); it 

occurs around head-height or lower (or on fallen 

branches); and it seems to occur in isolation (very few 

other visible fungal fruitbodies). This suggests that burnt 

gorse shrubs can be rapidly checked for this fungus 

without getting down on your hands and knees on the 

spiky ground layer and using a hand-lens. 

 We don’t know much about the ecology or 

distribution of this fungus yet in the UK, since it only 

has two known sites, both in South Hampshire (VC:11) 

but geographically well separated. We suspect it could 

be present as an endophyte in gorse, only fruiting (or 

being visible) after burning, and perhaps is much more common than it appears. Conversely, it may just be 

able to effectively colonise recently burned gorse, in which case populations may be very patchy, 

vulnerable, and disappear in years after fruiting. Like other Thyronectria species, it is considered to be 

fungicolous (on Cucurbitaria, Diplodia and Valsaria). We didn’t see any signs of such associations in this 

case (although we haven’t thoroughly investigated this possibility yet), but this could add another layer of 

complexity to its ecology. It’ll be very interesting to see whether it occurs next year on the same sites, or 

can be found on more recently burned sites in the region, or indeed on unburnt gorse. 

 If you have some recently burned gorse near you, which is still charred but where the ground vegetation 

has had a chance to recover, please have a quick look for the distinctive yellow clusters of perithecia of this 

fungus, and let us know what you find! 

 

Mollisia fuscoparaphysata and Niptera trichophoricola – new sites! 

 

 On the 22nd May, we met Bryan Edwards to look for 

Mollisia fuscoparaphysata (datasheet here, webpage 

here) on a number of bogs around Dorset. This species 

appeared to be relatively abundant in most of the sites 

that we investigated, particularly on dead leaves at the 

bases of Trichophorum germanicum clumps on very 

damp ground, or leaves half-fallen into puddles of water 

below (see photograph to the right). The apothecia are 

only a mm or less in diameter, but can be seen by the 

naked eye as tiny little “nubs” on otherwise smooth 

leaves (especially if held against something light like 

your hand or paper); and are visible as small dark disc-

like apothecia through a hand-lens. 

Distinctive Thyronectria roseovirens perithecia 

(yellow) emerging from burnt gorse.

http://fungi.myspecies.info/sites/fungi.myspecies.info/files/Mollisia%20fuscoparaphysata.pdf
http://fungi.myspecies.info/all-fungi/mollisia-fuscoparaphysata
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 A species resembling Niptera trichophoricola was also found on several occasions on one site. This 

species is extremely similar to M. fuscoparaphysata, but with smaller apothecia and colourless gel around 

the paraphyses tips. We’ll be DNA sequencing these to see whether the two species are in fact distinct, or 

whether N. trichophoricola just represents young apothecia of M. fuscoparaphysata. 

 

Other notable finds and records 

 

 Brian Spooner found a new site for Cryptomyces maximus (a LAFF flagship species) at Muxton Marsh 

SSSI, Shropshire (VC:40) this month, representing the first English record since 1910. This brings the 

current known countries for this species to three (England, Wales and Sweden), and known UK sites to 

eight (the remaining seven being in Wales). 

 Field Mycology recently detailed a new collection of Squamanita contortipes, previously found only 

once in the UK in 1957 and presumed extinct. This species was collected by Peter Roberts from upland 

grassland in Brecon, Wales, in October 2014. 

 Martyn Ainsworth and Alan Lucas have been searching for Haradaea moenchiae-manticae, a smut 

fungus in the capsules of Moenchia erecta, collected only twice in the UK (1997 and 1998). After visiting 

four sites around the New Forest, South Hampshire (VC:11), they managed to bring home a single smut-

filled ovary as a voucher specimen! 

 Vivien Hodge sent us a number of her Podoscypha multizonata records from Surrey and West Sussex, 

which haven’t yet been included in the FRDBI. This species appears to occur with some frequency in South 

England, but is typically restricted to ancient veteran trees. Such trees can be quite vulnerable if not 

protected, and may host about half of the European population of this species, so we would like to keep 

track of its occurrence. Andy Overall and Keir Mottram have written an excellent article on this species 

which can be downloaded here. Please let us know if you have similar records which aren’t currently in the 

FRDBI, or if you’ve been monitoring local populations yourselves. 

 

Valiant but unsuccessful searches 

 

 John Robinson of the North-East Fungus Study Group, accompanied by his children or Tom Kirby, 

has been doggedly searching for Xenotypa aterrima and Dencoeliopsis johnstonii at a number of sites 

around Durham throughout the whole of May, and recording his tracks using the “My Tracks” app on his 

smartphone. So far he’s covered six plausible sites with lengthy searches but with no finds of these rare 

fungi. Thankfully, he’s still enjoying the hunt! His efforts constitute some of the best surveys to date that 

we’ve received, and will be essential in developing our knowledge of this species’ true distribution. 

 Joyce Pitt, Martyn Ainsworth and Trudy Fleming have been searching for the smut Urocystis floccosa 

on leaves of Helleborus viridis. This isn’t one of our 100 target species, but on our backup list (~300 

species). It’s currently considered extinct, although there is one record from 1985 in Yorkshire (to be 

confirmed) that suggests that this may be a premature judgement. 

 

http://fungi.myspecies.info/all-fungi/cryptomyces-maximus
http://londonfungusgroup.org.uk/fmpodoscypha.pdf
http://nefsg.co.uk/
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Other species to look out for this month 

 

Dencoeliopsis johnstonii (datasheet here) 

 

 This fungicolous discomycete may be making an appearance at Thursley NNR (reported from this site 

at the end of June in 2002 and 2006). To help find it, we have precise grid references for a number of trees 

colonised by its host fungus, Xenotypa aterrima, from our preliminary survey of the site earlier this year. 

Myself, Martyn and Paul will be taking a trip down at some point near the end of this month (tbc) to survey 

it, and would very much like to recruit anyone else nearby or with an interest in the species to come and 

help. 

 Other known sites for Xenotypa aterrima include several nearby sites in Surrey (Frensham Great Pond, 

Witley Common, and Chobham Common); and Shropshire (Fenn's, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses NNR). 

The recent Scottish find from Crombie Country Park was found last October rather than June, but may also 

start fruiting now on this site. If you’re close to any of these sites and fancy taking a look for this very rare 

fungus, or its rare host, please let us know. 

 

Multiclavula vernalis (datasheet here) 

 

 This distinctive clavarioid fungus growing out of algae on bare peat (it’s lichenised) is known in GB&I 

from only from four sites: one site near Hawley Lake (North Hampshire, VC:12), two on the Isle of Harris 

(Outer Hebrides, VC:110), and one on the Isle of Noss (Shetland Islands, VC:112). If anyone is planning 

to revisit these sites, or have records of these or other sites that haven’t yet made it into the online FRDBI 

or NBN, please let us know. We’d like to confirm the state of the sites; if these populations are fruiting or 

not; and the distribution of the species around the areas. Just as importantly, we’d like to encourage people 

to look at other potential sites for this fungus, since appropriate habitat appears to be widespread throughout 

GB&I, and it may just be a case of chancing across populations when they happen to fruit.  

 

 I think that’s all for now - many thanks to everyone who has been involved with the project this last 

month (and also the preceding months)! 

 

 Best regards, 

 

 Brian Douglas 

 

 

Community Fungus Survey Leader for the Lost and Found Fungi Project 

Email: b.douglas@kew.org 

Project website: http://fungi.myspecies.info/content/lost-found-fungi-project 

http://fungi.myspecies.info/sites/fungi.myspecies.info/files/Dencoeliopsis%20johnstonii.pdf
http://fungi.myspecies.info/sites/fungi.myspecies.info/files/Multiclavula%20vernalis.pdf
mailto:b.douglas@kew.org
http://fungi.myspecies.info/content/lost-found-fungi-project

