
 

 

Lost & Found Fungi project report, March 2015 
 

By Brian Douglas 

 

Hi all, 

 

This month Paul Cannon has turned over the responsibility of updates to the Lost and Found Fungi 

project to me. So here’s your monthly round-up of notable events and what we’re been doing! 

 

A new volunteer joins the Kew LAFF team 

 

Alison Harrington has been travelling the world from July last year as part of her Thomas J. Watson 

Fellowship, meeting and working with mycologists in a wide variety of disciplines and ecosystems. 

Alison joined us at the start of March, and has been helping me put together early drafts of the LAFF 

target species datasheets; integrating the many fiddly bits of taxonomic and record data associated with 

each species; and various other parts of the project. Alison should be around in Kew for another two 

months, before she heads off to the next phase of her adventures. You can follow her mycological 

adventures on her blog website here: http://tracingmycelium.blogspot.co.uk/. 

 

LAFF Priority Species Datasheets 

  

LAFF factsheets are now starting to come out in a distributable form (see datasheet links at 

http://fungi.myspecies.info/content/lost-found-fungi-project ). Apologies for a bit of a delay – integrating 

all the available data, and getting an understanding of the taxonomies of all these different fungi (and their 

lookalikes and hosts), has taken a bit longer than I was hoping. The idea is that each species will have an 

integrated set of data, including datasheet summaries; excel spreadsheets of all record data (comprising 

FRDBI, Kew Fungarium, and new records); image collections; and online Google MyMaps pages.  I’ll be 

updating the datasheets regularly with new information as it appears.  So if anyone has any questions, 

queries, comments or corrections, please let me know! 

 

A survey of the host of Dencoeliopsis johnstonii at Thursley NNR, Surrey. 

 

Earlier this month we went looking for 

the discomycete Dencoeliopsis 

johnstonii, which has only been reported 

from three sites in GB&I.  Although we 

didn’t find any (it may be a little early in 

the year for it), we did make a detailed 

survey of its host, the pyrenomycete 

Xenotypa aterrima at Thursley NNR, 

Surrey. Infected Betula trees throughout 

the site, including some young and 

otherwise healthy trees that were heavily 

infected on many branches. We’re 

hoping that reinvestigation of these trees 

later on in the year may reveal some D. johnstonii fruitbodies, and also that this may indicate that X. 

aterrima may not be as rare as records suggest. Above is a map of the area surveyed (Thursley NNR, 

Surrey VC: 17, Grid refs: SU9041 and SU9141) – the yellow squares represent the new finds. The purple 

line is the route we took, generated from a mobile phone app. We’ll show you how to do this soon. 

http://tracingmycelium.blogspot.co.uk/
http://fungi.myspecies.info/content/lost-found-fungi-project
http://fungi.myspecies.info/all-fungi/dencoeliopsis-johnstonii
http://fungi.myspecies.info/all-fungi/dencoeliopsis-johnstonii
http://fungi.myspecies.info/taxonomy/term/6840/media


Species to look out for this month 

 

Xenotypa aterrima and Dencoeliopsis johnstonii 

 

We would like to find more locations where Xenotypa aterrima occurs, since Dencoeliopsis johnstonii 

(click here for datasheet) has only been recorded on this species. Please keep an eye out for any visible 

bark peeling on Betula caused by a black minutely lumpy pyrenomycete crust, especially in lowland 

heath, or around wet and boggy areas.  It’s quite visible when you know what to look for. If anyone 

fancies having an intensive search in these habitats, please also send in negative records!   

 

 

  
Xenotypa aterrima: easily spotted from bark peeling from Betula branches at a distance… and then a 

black pyrenomycete crust up close. 

 

Gagea lutea and Vankya ornithogali 

 

Gagea lutea, (the “Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem”), should be 

beginning to flower around this time, although it is reputably “shy 

to flower”, especially in shady places.  If you see any of this plant 

in your locality, or know of any large populations, please check the 

leaves for lesions caused by the smut Vankya ornithogali (click for 

datasheet).  We’re interested in any smut or smut-like thing on the 

leaves, even if you don’t microscopically examine it. We’d also be 

interested if you find any rusts at the same time. Again, if you do 

have large populations of G. lutea, please report negative finds of 

the smut. We’ll map these to get a better distribution of where it 

could be, but seems absent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gagea lutea by Bernd Haynold, CC BY-2.5. 

http://fungi.myspecies.info/all-fungi/xenotypa-aterrima
http://fungi.myspecies.info/all-fungi/dencoeliopsis-johnstonii
http://fungi.myspecies.info/sites/fungi.myspecies.info/files/Dencoeliopsis%20johnstonii.pdf
http://fungi.myspecies.info/sites/fungi.myspecies.info/files/Vankya%20ornithogali.pdf
http://fungi.myspecies.info/sites/fungi.myspecies.info/files/Vankya%20ornithogali.pdf
http://fungi.myspecies.info/sites/fungi.myspecies.info/files/Vankya%20ornithogali.pdf


 

Development of a record and foray mapping system 

 

One of the aims of the LAFF project is to significantly increase the quantity and quality of records of 

potentially rare or endangered species of fungi.  Many records, especially historical records, have very 

little location data associated with specimens. This is a big problem when trying to use these records for 

conservation work, since in many cases we need to revisit the precise locations of the finds to see if the 

species are still there. 

 

To avoid this problem occurring in the future, we’ve been trying a couple of different methods of 

mapping which can be viewed online.  We’ve found the easiest and most effective method at present is to 

use the online MyMaps application by Google, and to plot records from either precise grid references or 

longitude/latitude data. Precise location data can be incorporated from any source,  including descriptions, 

grid references, online mapping websites, or geotagging photos and routes using smartphones. 

 

What does this mean for you? 

 

We want the best data you can provide, in whatever form you prefer to supply. Now, we can take the data 

for specific species and forays, and put it up on the internet, as it comes in, with species details and the 

names of collectors attached. It should also be relatively easy to link to photographs of each specific site. 

 

We would encourage anyone wanting to try out online location of finds, geotagging photographs, or 

mapping a foray to get in touch.  Equally, anyone wanting to supply the same data drawn on a map, or as 

six or eight figure grid-references, is also encouraged to do so.  We haven’t quite integrated the maps with 

the official Lost and Found Fungi page, but links will begin appearing soon. By the end of the project 

we’ll hopefully have a good distribution of species, surveys and participants covering much of GB&I, all 

visible on one zoomable page! 

 

Some of you may be concerned that precise location data could increase the risk of some species being 

targeted by irresponsible collectors. Paul Cannon and Martyn Ainsworth are keeping a close eye on this 

issue and will be raising it with relevant parties. The species we’ve been working on so far should be fine, 

and precise location may also help with any potential conservation surveillance/management if specific 

species populations require attention. 

 

Publicity and Networking 

 

We’ve been trying to give the Lost and 

Found project more exposure among 

groups of people who may be interested 

in searching for our priority target 

species.  

 

At the end of February, I took a poster 

down to the Oxfordshire Recorders and 

Conservation Day 2015. David Harries 

(BMS) gave a presentation to an annual 

gathering of County biological 

recorders in west Wales, organised by 

the local records centre (picture to the 

right); and David Genney (SNH) will be giving a presentation on the 28th March at the Fungus group of 

the Highland Biological Recording Group. Many thanks to both for supporting and promoting the project! 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/d/


 

The Pembrokeshire Fungus Recording Network also ran two microscope workshops this month, using 

microscope supplies (stains, reagents and cover slips) purchased by the project. 

 

 

I think that’s all the news for now! 

 

Best regards, 

 

Brian Douglas 

 

b.douglas@kew.org 

 

 

 


