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Brian Douglas joins the project team 

Brian started work at Kew on 2 February, and has been kept very busy 
preparing species accounts – these will start appearing on the project website 
shortly. He’s also been preparing guidelines for collecting candidates for the 
target species, and a dedicated recording spreadsheet to help contributors to 
the project record all the data we need. This weekend he’ll be giving support 
to local mycologists at a recording workshop in Oxford – if you’d like to meet 
him or need his help for another event, then email him at b.douglas@kew.org. 
Brian says: 

 “I'm a fungal taxonomist with interests in ecology, biogeography, field 
mycology, plant-fungi symbioses, rare fungi, conservation, and science 
communication. 
 My interests in fungi and plants began in my undergraduate 
Environmental Science degree, where I began to study ericoid mycorrhizal fungi and the phenomenon of 
"dark septate endophytes" colonising plant roots.  I continued this study in a PhD in which I tried to 
uncover the identities of commonly occurring grass root endophytes, many of which are actually 
inoperculate discomycetes.  This then developed into a search for their fruitbodies in the field, producing 
what I hope will be the beginning of a stable and long-lasting revision of the genera Mollisia, Pyrenopeziza 
and Hyaloscypha. 
 I'm extremely pleased and honoured to be involved in the Lost and Found Fungi project, both in 
working at the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, and liaising with the many extremely experienced amateur 
mycologists throughout Great Britain and Ireland. I hope that my particular skills and knowledge in 
taxonomy, systematics and nomenclature will be a good complement to those of the mycological 
community in general, and that together we can make a major contribution to fungal conservation, species 
rediscovery, and citizen science mycology.”  
 

Lost & Found Fungi Small Grant Scheme 

In addition to funds being available to support fieldwork expenses, we have introduced a grant scheme for 
small items of equipment such as GPS units, microscope consumables, lab chemicals etc. The grants will be 
to a maximum of £250 and are available to any local recording group that is ready to search for target 
species. The grants will be made as reimbursement of expenses, and we can provide suggestions for 
suppliers if required. Email Brian Douglas before you order to ensure that the purchases fall within the 
remit of the grant scheme. 
 

Mailing list 

Not everyone that is participating in the project belongs to an organized group, and we need to make sure 
that everyone is kept up to date with progress. We have already compiled a list of around 130 individuals 
who have offered to help (or we think will!) and we will be sending messages to these people asking for 
help in surveys for particular species or providing information which we hope will be of interest. We have 
all been subjected to spam emails and are well aware of the irritation caused by unwanted messages. If you 
receive such messages and prefer not to – or you are confident that you will receive the information by 
another means (via a local group network, for example) – then do please respond and we will take you off 
the mailing list directly.  
 

BMS Spring Foray 

The project will be well represented at the BMS Spring Foray, 18-25 April and based at Preston Montford 
Field Centre near Shrewsbury. We will be providing limited financial support for those attending. We 
understand that over 20 participants are already confirmed, but there may still be a few places left. Contact 
the BMS via their website if you’d like to take part.  
 

mailto:b.douglas@kew.org
http://www.britmycolsoc.org.uk/mycology/field-meetings/programme/2015-shropshire/


Conference poster 

We have been preparing a poster and hand-out about the project for conferences and workshops. We’d be 
happy for this to be supplied to local groups that would like to feature it at meetings. It will be made 
available as a download from the project website. Contact Brian if you need further details or help with 
printing costs. 
 

New and interesting records 

There’s been a small technical glitch over the past week on the 
project website which affects this list, we should get it fixed 
shortly. Apologies to all. 
 

There’s a lot to report, including Octosporopsis nicolai - a tiny 
orange discomycete associated with the liverwort Lunularia 
cruciata and a new genus for the British List. Not all new species 
come from exotic localities – this one came from Malcolm 
Greaves’s driveway. Congratulations to him on this find, and 
thanks for sending voucher material and images to the national 
fungus collection at Kew.  

Other important finds include: 

 a new record for the target species Encoelia carpini on the Surrey/Sussex border (thanks to Nick 
Aplin for this find)  

 a first confirmed record of the pale pink discomycete Roseodiscus formosus from Dorset 
(contributed by Bryan Edwards)  

 another new genus for Britain; the first record of the lichen Puttea caesia on a rotting Picea stump 
in Glen Loy, Westerness (Brian Coppins and Andy Acton) 

 a first GB record of the inconspicuous lichen Catillaria fungoides, on a Fraxinus branch in 
Huntingdonshire (congratulations to Mark Powell) 

 the first GB record of the pyrenocarp lichen Verrucaria obfuscans, on a limestone windowsill of a 
church in Oxfordshire (Mark Powell – again!) 

 

Search requests 

More information will be made available shortly, 
but in the mean time please search for Mollisia 
subglobosa (see http://fungi.myspecies.info/all-
fungi/mollisia-subglobosa). It’s a small pale green 
winter-fruiting Mollisia that appears always to be 
closely associated with colonies of Nectria 
punicea on the undersurface of fallen or cut holly 
logs. Alan Lucas and Sue Rogerson originally 
found this species in the New Forest (see their 
photo to the right). Alan has since found it also in 
Somerset, and the Pembrokeshire Fungus 
Recording Network have now discovered it on 
their patch. So perhaps we will be able to claim 
this as a “Found” rather than a “Lost” fungus – so 
more records gratefully received. Don’t forget 
that we need news of unsuccessful searches as well as positive records – this helps us build up a more 
accurate picture of the conservation needs of the species. 

For obvious seasonal reasons we will be focusing initially on asco groups, but we have a good list of basidios 
to bring into the programme as the year progresses. 
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