
Pembrokeshire Fungus Recording Network: species monitoring & surveillance 

Name of species: Cryptomyces maximus 

Name of site: National Trust car 
park, Porthclais 

Site Owner(s) & Manager(s): Owned & 
managed by the National Trust 
 
 

Nature conservation 
designation(s): None 
 
 

Type of survey: Baseline 
 
 

Area of search: the margins of the 
car park 

Date & time spent on search: 17/03/17; 
c. 40 minutes spent on site 
 

Name(s) of surveyor(s): D. Harries, 
D. Levell, B. Douglas, N. Stringer, P. 
Jones, T. Theobald & J. Hodges 
 

Date of 1st record at this site: 2011 
 
 
 

General habitat description & site 
management 

Narrow belt of willows and other shrubs 
and trees on the edge of an informal car 
park. The car park itself is surfaced (with 
stones and scalping’s). 
Trees and shrubs on the edge of the car 
park are cut back regularly to prevent 
encroachment onto the parking area 
 

Location(s) of target species 
(include OS grid references/GPS 
readings) 

Fruit bodies were present on several 
willows on the northern boundary of the 
car park and adjacent to the public 
conveniences on the eastern boundary. 
General grid reference: SM73992427 
 

Species of host trees/shrubs 
 

Salix cinerea 
 
 

Summary of observations (include 
an indication of extent/frequency of 
fruit bodies; height above ground; 
girth/size of branches/twigs & 
evidence of trauma or senescence of 
host) 

Frequency of occurrence: locally frequent. 
Fruit bodies were present on young 
coppice growth (of girth 1-3 cm) on 
virtually every willow on the edge of the 
car park. Fruit bodies were found 1-3 m 
above the base of the host tree. 
Signs of physical damage to the host trees 
e.g. as a result of bark rubbing and cutting 
back of branches were found on most (but 
not all) of the host trees 
 
 
 
 



Conservation issues/threats Immediate threats are primarily the cutting 
back and/or removal of suitable host trees. 
The extent of willow scrub has been 
considerably reduced on the western 
boundary, where a large willow which had 
extensive fruit bodies in previous years 
has been removed, and as a result of quite 
extensive cutting back of willows. 
The risk of losing the fungus from this site 
as a result of management is likely to be 
reduced by ensuring that the brash arising 
from control of scrub on the edges of the 
car park is stacked carefully on site (rather 
than burned or removed), to allow the 
fungus to move onto suitable re-growth of 
willows  
 

References (include details of any 
digital images of general location, 
habitat & host trees) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional information (include 
details of any voucher specimens 
taken) 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to the edges of the car park, C. 
maximus has been recorded on willows on 
the edges of the small boat park that is 
immediately adjacent to the northern 
boundary of the car park. It is also 
possible that the fungus is present on 
suitable host willows further up the valley, 
inland of the car and boat park. It seems 
probable that the extent of this population 
is not definitively known. 
Over-head power lines necessitate the 
regular coppicing of willows and other 
scrub control in the valley inland of the 
boat park-this may be of benefit to the 
fungus by ensuring that suitable host trees 
are always available 
 

 


