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Click on these tabs 

to change between 

Map/Spreadsheet/ 

Record Cards views. 

Zoom in and zoom 

out on the map using 

the mouse wheel, or 

the + - buttons in the 

bottom right hand 

corner of the map. 

Move map by left-

clicking on it and 

holding down the 

mouse button while 

moving the mouse.  

Quick Start Guide 

 

The Lost and Found Fungi project online interactive mapping interface is now available 

on the Lost and Found Fungi project homepage at 

http://fungi.myspecies.info/content/lost-found-fungi-project. The mapping view comprises 

a zoom-able map of most of our Top 100 Target Species across the UK and Ireland, 

powered by the Google Fusion Table application. The sites of records are indicated by 

dots coloured according to the age of the record. 

 

Legend 

 

Red: Pre-1965 (potentially extinct at this location if there are no later records) 

 

Green: 1965-June 2014 (considered extant, but possibly requiring resurveying if records 

are not recent). 

Yellow: July 2014-Present (recorded during the operation of the Lost and found Fungi 

project). 

White: Problem records (dubious IDs or missing dates). 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Download 

current dataset 

(filtered or not 

filtered) 

Filter records by 

any field/s (e.g. 

species, year 

range, month, 

month in which a 

species fruits, 

vice county, etc.) 

©2016 Google - Map data (c) GeoBasis-DE/BKG ©2009, Google 

http://fungi.myspecies.info/content/lost-found-fungi-project
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Click on a record marker 

and a record box will pop up. 

Each record box has a 
reference image (if 
available), and full record 
details. 
 
Scroll down using the side 
bars to see more details. 
 
Close the record box using 
the X in the top right hand 
corner, or by clicking on a 
different pin. 

Click on reference image 
or species name to link to 
the species page on the 
Fungi of Great Britain and 
Ireland website. 

 

 

 

  

©2016 Google - Map data ©2016 GeoBasis-DE/BKG(©2009), Google Imagery ©2016 TerraMetrics 
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Introduction 

 

Overview 

The current species record dataset for the Lost and Found Fungi project is being made 

available on a Google Fusion Tables page, initially on a testing basis. This document 

accompanies the Lost and Found Fungi project Fusion Tables interface available on the front 

page of the Lost and Found Fungi project webpage at http://fungi.myspecies.info/content/lost-

found-fungi-project. 

The Google Fusion Tables interface is a very useful and powerful tool to visualise and manage 

biological data. The spreadsheet that underpins this mapping system will become the main 

repository for LAFF project records, and will of course be updated as new reports come in and 

revisions are made of existing data.  

Any feedback on its operation, and especially suggestions for improvement, would be gratefully 

received. Google Fusion Tables can be used by anyone on a non-commercial basis, and can be 

set up to provide maps of one or multiple species. We can provide advice to local recording 

groups if desired. 

 

Main uses of the Online Mapping  

Some of the uses of the online mapping interface include: 

 Suggesting which species can be found where, and when, throughout the UK, and 

assessing their distribution. 

o Identifying interesting species to search for, or keep an eye out for, in your 

localities 

o Searching for historic sites for species, or new sites nearby 

o Informing landowners and site managers of records of rare species in their area 

 Accessing taxonomic information and images for species in your localities (click on pop-

up images of nearby records). 

 Monitoring LAFF progress, new finds, and sites (by filtering to include only recent dates). 

 Compilation of Vice County lists of LAFF target species (by filtering by Vice County 

name or number). 

 Highlighting mistakes in records which become visible when mapped (wrong or 

imprecise National Grid References, vice counties, wrong habitat, etc.). 

 Identifying records which you may have, but which we are currently lacking (by spotting 

sites where you know specific fungi have been recorded, but which are not represented 

in our dataset). 

 

  

http://fungi.myspecies.info/content/lost-found-fungi-project
http://fungi.myspecies.info/content/lost-found-fungi-project
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Data sources and Creative Commons licensing 

Species record data for the Lost and Found Fungi project are compiled from a number of 

sources: 

 The Fungal Records Database of the British Isles (FRDBI). 

 The internal version of the Kew Fungarium (Herbtrack) database. The public access 

version is available online at http://apps.kew.org/herbtrack/search.  

 Rev. John Stephenson’s Mycologia Scotica, The Fungi of Scotland and their 

Geographical Distribution (1879), updated and compiled by R. Watling (2010). Available 

online at: https://sites.google.com/site/scottishfungi/mycologia-scotica-1. 

 A variety of historic literature. 

 Records submitted by volunteers/contributors for the Lost and Found Fungi project. 

Lichenised fungi are not included in the dataset at the present time. 

The records have corrected, de-duplicated, and geolocated from National Grid references or 

location names. Many records are therefore an interpretation of the original data, and may be 

subject to update and corrections. We have tried to be as transparent as possible where 

changes to records have been made, with alterations annotated in the notes fields. 

All non-sensitive records are covered by a Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-

Share 4.0 license, in keeping with the license for the current FRDBI dataset. These and future 

records will be entered into the FRDBI in due course, with measures taken to avoid record 

duplication. 

Records of sensitive species on our Top 100 Target Species list have been deliberately omitted 

from the publicly available dataset. Such species currently only include Hericium coralloides, H. 

ericaceus, and Puccinia scorzonerae. However, records of these can be made available to 

Fungus Recording Group leaders and other stakeholders on a need-to-know basis. 

Record data quality  

The Lost and Found Fungi project dataset has been edited and standardised as much as 

possible. However, there will inevitably be some errors, odd positioning based on vague grid 

references, duplicate records, ambiguities, and mistakes in the dataset. We will do our best to 

correct these as we work with the data, but if any records are yours and you spot any errors, 

please email b.douglas@kew.org and we’ll try to correct them. 

  

LAFF Fusion Tables interface 

Records can be visualised in three ways: 

 A zoomable Google map of geolocated species records across the UK and Ireland 

(default). 

 A spreadsheet view (downloadable). 

 Records card view, for easy access to individual record data. 

All three views can be filtered by every record field, as described on page 8. Please note that 

record filtering is separate for each view style. 

http://www.fieldmycology.net/frdbi/frdbi.asp
http://apps.kew.org/herbtrack/search
https://sites.google.com/site/scottishfungi/mycologia-scotica-1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
mailto:b.douglas@kew.org


5 
 

Change between record 

visualisations 

(Map/Spreadsheet/ 

Record cards) by clicking 

on these tabs. 

Zoom in and zoom out 

on the map using the 

mouse wheel, or the + - 

buttons in the bottom 

right hand corner of the 

map. 

Move map by left-

clicking on it and 

holding down the 

mouse button while 

moving the mouse.  

LAFF Record Mapping View 

The mapping view is the default and hopefully most useful part of the records visualisations. It 

comprises a zoomable map of our Top 100 Target Species across the UK and Ireland. The sites 

of records are indicated by dots coloured acording to the age of the record: 

Red: Pre-1965 (potentially extinct at this location if there are no later records) 

Green: 1965-June 2014 (considered extant, but possibly requiring resurveying if records 

are not recent). 

Yellow: July 2014-present (recorded during the operation of the Lost and found Fungi 

project). 

White: Problem records (dubious IDs or missing dates). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

©2016 Google - Map data ©2016 GeoBasis-DE/BKG(©2009), 

Google Imagery ©2016 TerraMetrics 
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Click on a record marker and a 

record box will pop up. 

Each record box has a reference 
image (if available), and full 
record details. 
 
The reference image links to the 
species page on the Fungi of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 
 
Scroll down using the side bars to 
see more details. 
 
Close the record box using the X 
in the top right hand corner. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

©2016 Google - Map data ©2016 Google Imagery ©2016 TerraMetrics 
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LAFF Record Spreadsheet 

 

 

 

The LAFF spreadsheet view is basically an online spreadsheet. The spreadsheet can be filtered 

using the main filter functions (see page 9), or by using the drop-down menu to the right of each 

column name. As in a normal spreadsheet, records can be sorted by each field in A-Z or Z-A (or 

1-100/100-1) order, searched/filtered, or hidden. This can be done by using the downward arrow 

in the right hand corner of the field title cells. 
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LAFF Record Cards 

 

The record card interface allows you to see all the data for specific individual records, without 

having to click on a map pin. If you’re only interested in a single record, the record card view is a 

useful way of seeing all the information, and it can be copied/pasted quite easily without having 

to download anything. As with the Record Mapping and Record Spreadsheet tabs, the Record 

Cards view can be filtered by each field using the blue Filter button. 
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Filtering records 

 

Google Fusion Table interface allow you to cross-examine the dataset in a large number of 

ways via filtering, and to display the records in any of the three visualisations (map, spreadsheet 

and cards). Each visualisation requires independent filtering. 

Click on the blue Filter button to select fields, which causes a field box to pop up on the left 

hand side of the webpage. Some fields produce tickbox lists of categories to select (e.g. species 

name, country, and vice county name), while others allow you to enter a range of numbers (e.g. 

year, month, and vice county number excluding Irish VCs). Fields can be combined in any 

order. Some fields are currently not appropriate to filter by, e.g. Locality. 

 
©2016 Google - Map data ©2016 GeoBasis-DE/BKG(©2009), Google Imagery ©2016 TerraMetrics   
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Example queries 

 

Which records have been made between January and March in the UK? 

Filter by month using the range 1 - 4. 

 

 

 

  

©2016 Google - Map data ©2016 Google 
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Which LAFF species have fruited in March? 

Filter by FruitingMar, and select the tickbox “Yes”. 

Records with unusual fruiting months, or based on probably old fruitbodies, can be 

included by selecting “Unusual fruiting time, or old fb?” 

Species which probably fruit in the selected month, but for which there are no records in 

our dataset, can be included by selecting “Possible?”. 
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Which LAFF target species have been recorded in Surrey vc17 between 1965 and 2016? 

 Filter by vice county, select 17 – 17. (OR filter by county, select Surrey.) 

 Filter by year, select 1965-2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

©2016 Google - Map data ©2016 Google 

©2016 Google - Map data ©2016 Google 
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Filtering records in Spreadsheet View and Card View 

 

Records can be filtered in spreadsheet and card view using exactly the same approach, and 

allow the user to easily see all the relevant details of each record. However, each view type 

(map, spreadsheet and card) is filtered separately. 
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Downloading records 

 

Filtered records can be downloaded by selecting File/Download/Contents (Filtered rows), and 

downloading as a .csv (comma-separated values) file. It should be possible to open this file in 

any spreadsheet program. 

The full dataset can also be downloaded, and then analysed in whatever way you wish, by 

selecting File/Download/Contents (All rows). 

 


